Bull. Natn. Sci. Mus., Tokyo, Ser. A, 11(2), p. 121, June 22, 1985 


A New Subspecies of Blister Beetle (Coleoptera, Meloidae) 
from the Ryukyu Archipelago 


By 
Yoshihiko KUROSAWA 


Department of Zoology, National Science Museum, Tokyo 


Abstract A new subspecies of Zonitis cothurnata MARSEUL, 1873 (Coleoptera, 
Meloidae) is described from the Ryukyu Islands. 


For preparing the volume III of Hoikusha’s “The Coleoptera of Japan in Color”, 
the author was compelled to describe a new taxon of the coleopterous family Meloidae 
from the Island of Amami-Oshima, the Ryukyus. The specimen was offered by Mr. 
Taichi SHIBATA, to whom the author expresses his sincere gratitude. 


Zonitis cothurnata shibatai subsp. nov. 


Distinguished from nominotypical cothurnata MARSEUL, 1873, from Japan by 
the following points: 1) Dark coloured parts on elytra, antennae, and legs more 
distinct, broad, and blackish; 2) punctures on head, pronotum and elytra larger, coarser, 
denser and stronger. 

Length: 15.8 mm; width: 4.8 mm. 

Holotype: &, Ashiken, Amami-Oshima, Ryukyus, 4. vii. 1975, K. KUZUGAMI 
Igt. 

Distr.: Ryukyu Islands (Amami group). 

The holotype is preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum, 
Tokyo. 


References 


KIFUNE, T., 1981. Male genitalia of two Japanese species of the genus Zonitis (Coleoptera, Meloidae) 
(Studies on Meloidae-IIl). Kontyú, Tokyo, 49: 392-393. 

-——— 1982. Male genitalia of Zonitis okinawensis (Miwa, 1928) (Coleoptera, Meloidae) (Studies on 
Meloidae-IV). Ibid., 50: 346-347. 

Köno, H., 1936. Family Rhipiphoridae, Family Meloidae. In OKADA, Y., et al. (eds.), Fauna 
Nipponica, 10 (8-3): i+1-6+1-90. Tokyo, Sanseido. (In Japanese.) 

Kurosawa, Y., 1979. On the sexual dimorphism of Zonitis japonicus Pic. Coleopterists’ News, (45): 
10. (In Japanese.) 

MARSEUL, S. A., 1873. Coléoptéres du Japon recueillis par M. Georges Lewis. Énumération des 


Histérides et des Heteromeres avec la description des espéces nouvelles. Ann. Soc. ent. France, 
(5), 3: 219-230. 


